Superior vena caval obstruction due to small-cell anaplastic lung carcinoma. Response to chemotherapy.
Among 38 patients with bronchogenic carcinoma, small-cell type, eight patients had superior vena caval obstruction (SVCO) of recent onset. Seven of these patients were initially treated with combination chemotherapy (lomustine, cyclophosphamide, and methotrexate). One patient who had SVCO was treated initially by radiotherapy, with subsequent chemotherapy. In each patient, resolution of the syndrome was prompt, usually was complete by seven days, and was accompanied by objective tumor shrinkage. Symptoms of SVCO were transiently aggravated by the initiation of treatment in only one patient. In one individual treated by chemotherapy alone and in one treated by chemotherapy plus radiotherapy, SVCO recurred after initial control. Chemotherapy is an effective form of management of SVCO caused by small-cell carcinoma of the lung.